MOSES

Exodus 1
8 Eventually, a new king came to power in
Egypt who knew nothing about Joseph or
what he had done. 9 He said to his people,
“Look, the people of Israel now outnumber
us and are stronger than we are. 10 We must
make a plan to keep them from growing
even more. If we don’t, and if war breaks
out, they will join our enemies and fight
against us. Then they will escape from the
country.”

Exodus 1
11 So the Egyptians made the Israelites their
slaves. They appointed brutal slave drivers over
them, hoping to wear them down with crushing
labor. They forced them to build the cities of
Pithom and Rameses as supply centers for the
king. 12 But the more the Egyptians oppressed
them, the more the Israelites multiplied and
spread, and the more alarmed the Egyptians
became. 13 So the Egyptians worked the people
of Israel without mercy. 14 They made their lives
bitter, forcing them to mix mortar and make
bricks and do all the work in the fields. They
were ruthless in all their demands.

We have this regime change, and then the Israelites are put into slavery. Up until this point, you
have to understand the Israelites, Joseph’s people were welcome there, and invited to be
there.

Slavery, Genocide, no value of human life.
But we see here, this amazing testimony of these midwives — this value of human life, that is
different to the cultures around them.
Exodus 1
15 Then Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, gave this
order to the Hebrew midwives, Shiphrah and
Puah: 16 “When you help the Hebrew women as
they give birth, watch as they deliver. If the baby
is a boy, kill him; if it is a girl, let her live.” 17 But
because the midwives feared God, they refused
to obey the king’s orders. They allowed the boys
to live, too.

!

Again , you have to understand child sacrifice is a societal norm. It is OK. we might think of it as
abhorrent in modern times, but back then it was totally normal. Another example of it might be
how modern society is comfortable with the idea of abortion, but even 25 years ago, the
thought of killing a baby in a womb would be abhorrent. Morality, when dictated by popular
opinion, shifts with the wind.

Exodus 1
20 So God was good to the midwives, and the
Israelites continued to multiply, growing more
and more powerful. 21 And because the
midwives feared God, he gave them families of
their own.

Because they feared God.
Above the pharoah.
Above doing something wrong.
The key here is in verse 21, “The Midwives Feared God” — in other words they respected,
trusted, believed, in God firstly. And we’re going to discover that this is a key element to
understanding how we live, how we make decisions. It is the answer to How then should we
live.

And this is the key thing.
When we start saying, God’s got it wrong. We have to change the rules, to suit modern society.
We have to change our faith, to suit people around us.

The importance of our lives
being fixed by God,
not God’s laws being fixed by us.

Exodus 2
11 Many years later, when Moses had grown up, he went out
to visit his own people, the Hebrews, and he saw how hard
they were forced to work. During his visit, he saw an Egyptian
beating one of his fellow Hebrews. 12 After looking in all
directions to make sure no one was watching, Moses killed
the Egyptian and hid the body in the sand.
13 The next day, when Moses went out to visit his people
again, he saw two Hebrew men fighting. “Why are you beating
up your friend?” Moses said to the one who had started the
fight.
14 The man replied, “Who appointed you to be our prince and
judge? Are you going to kill me as you killed that Egyptian
yesterday?”
Then Moses was afraid, thinking, “Everyone knows what I
did.” 15 And sure enough, Pharaoh heard what had happened,
and he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and
went to live in the land of Midian.

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

!

Moses’ name actually means, “to lift out.” Named that because he was lifted out of the
water. But he didn’t realise that he would eventually be part of the lifting out of the
people out of Egypt.
We see here that Moses is fed up with the injustice. Seeing his people in slavery. Seeing
them entrapped by them motivates him into action.
It’s the sort of thing, that could have sparked a revolution. Could have made a change to the
enslavement, gotten people to rise up, to see the change. But it didn’t work that way.
Instead people were suspicious, doubtful, and fearful.
And so Moses runs away.

Moses yearns for justice — he has a heart that wants to do the right thing. But it hasn’t worked
out the way he wanted to. And so he’s forced to flee from Egypt .

Exodus 2
When Moses arrived in Midian, he sat down beside a
well. 16 Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters
who came as usual to draw water and fill the water
troughs for their father’s flocks. 17 But some other
shepherds came and chased them away. So Moses
jumped up and rescued the girls from the shepherds.
Then he drew water for their flocks.

1.
We’re beginning to get this picture of Moses.
2. He has a real passion to do what’s right
3. He has a desire to protect the weak/defenseless
4. He has a strong sense of justice
5.

Exodus 3
3 One day Moses was tending the flock of his fatherin-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led the flock far
into the wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of
God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared
in amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in
flames, it didn’t burn up. 3 “This is amazing,” Moses
said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush burning up? I
must go see it.”
4 When the Lord saw Moses coming to take a closer
look, God called to him from the middle of the bush,
“Moses! Moses!”
“Here I am!” Moses replied.

1.
We’re beginning to get this picture of Moses.
2. He has a real passion to do what’s right
3. He has a desire to protect the weak/defenseless
4. He has a strong sense of justice
5.

Exodus 3
5 “Do not come any closer,” the Lord warned. “Take oﬀ
your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground. 6 I
am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” When Moses
heard this, he covered his face because he was afraid
to look at God.

1.
We’re beginning to get this picture of Moses.
2. He has a real passion to do what’s right
3. He has a desire to protect the weak/defenseless
4. He has a strong sense of justice
5.

Exodus 3
7 Then the Lord told him, “I have certainly seen the
oppression of my people in Egypt. I have heard their
cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers.
Yes, I am aware of their suﬀering. 8 So I have come
down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians
and lead them out of Egypt into their own fertile and
spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey
—the land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live. 9 Look! The
cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have
seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse them. 10 Now
go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my
people Israel out of Egypt.”

1.
We’re beginning to get this picture of Moses.
2. He has a real passion to do what’s right
3. He has a desire to protect the weak/defenseless
4. He has a strong sense of justice
5.

Exodus 3
11 But Moses protested to God, “Who am I to appear
before Pharaoh? Who am I to lead the people of Israel
out of Egypt?”
12 God answered, “I will be with you. And this is your
sign that I am the one who has sent you: When you
have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship
God at this very mountain.”

1.
We’re beginning to get this picture of Moses.
2. He has a real passion to do what’s right
3. He has a desire to protect the weak/defenseless
4. He has a strong sense of justice
5.

Exodus 3
13 But Moses protested, “If I go to the people of Israel
and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me
to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then
what should I tell them?”
14 God replied to Moses, “I Am Who I Am. Say this to
the people of Israel: I Am has sent me to you.” 15 God
also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel:
Yahweh, the God of your ancestors—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—
has sent me to you.
!

This is my eternal name,
my name to remember for all generations.

1.
I Am who I am.
2. The Great I Am
4.

!

Exodus 4
4 But Moses protested again, “What if they won’t
believe me or listen to me? What if they say, ‘The Lord
never appeared to you’?”

4 But Moses protested again, “What if they won’t believe me or listen to me? What if they say,
‘The Lord never appeared to you’?”
2 Then the Lord asked him, “What is that in your hand?”
“A shepherd’s staff,” Moses replied.
3 “Throw it down on the ground,” the Lord told him. So Moses threw down the staff, and it
turned into a snake! Moses jumped back.
4 Then the Lord told him, “Reach out and grab its tail.” So Moses reached out and grabbed it,
and it turned back into a shepherd’s staff in his hand.
5 “Perform this sign,” the Lord told him. “Then they will believe that the Lord, the God of their
ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—really has appeared
to you.”
6 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now put your hand inside your cloak.” So Moses put his hand
inside his cloak, and when he took it out again, his hand was white as snow with a severe skin
disease.[a] 7 “Now put your hand back into your cloak,” the Lord said. So Moses put his hand
back in, and when he took it out again, it was as healthy as the rest of his body.
8 The Lord said to Moses, “If they do not believe you and are not convinced by the first
miraculous sign, they will be convinced by the second sign. 9 And if they don’t believe you or
listen to you even after these two signs, then take some water from the Nile River and pour it
out on the dry ground. When you do, the water from the Nile will turn to blood on the
ground.”

Exodus 4
10 But Moses pleaded with the Lord, “O Lord, I’m not
very good with words. I never have been, and I’m not
now, even though you have spoken to me. I get
tongue-tied, and my words get tangled.”
11 Then the Lord asked Moses, “Who makes a
person’s mouth? Who decides whether people speak
or do not speak, hear or do not hear, see or do not
see? Is it not I, the Lord? 12 Now go! I will be with you
as you speak, and I will instruct you in what to say.”

10 But Moses pleaded with the Lord, “O Lord, I’m not very good with words. I never have
been, and I’m not now, even though you have spoken to me. I get tongue-tied, and my words
get tangled.”
11 Then the Lord asked Moses, “Who makes a person’s mouth? Who decides whether people
speak or do not speak, hear or do not hear, see or do not see? Is it not I, the Lord? 12 Now go!
I will be with you as you speak, and I will instruct you in what to say.”
13 But Moses again pleaded, “Lord, please! Send anyone else.”
14 Then the Lord became angry with Moses. “All right,” he said. “What about your brother,
Aaron the Levite? I know he speaks well. And look! He is on his way to meet you now. He will
be delighted to see you. 15 Talk to him, and put the words in his mouth. I will be with both of
you as you speak, and I will instruct you both in what to do. 16 Aaron will be your spokesman to
the people. He will be your mouthpiece, and you will stand in the place of God for him, telling
him what to say. 17 And take your shepherd’s staff with you, and use it to perform the
miraculous signs I have shown you.”

A.
Recognising God’s holiness.
B. Recognising God’s wisdom
C. Recognising God’s power

Following God, means doing things
on his terms.
His Way is The Way.

A.
Recognising God’s holiness.
B. Recognising God’s wisdom
C. Recognising God’s power

Recognising his holiness.
Recognising his power.
Recognising his calling.

A.
Recognising God’s holiness.
B. Recognising God’s wisdom
C. Recognising God’s power

Trusting his holiness.
Trusting his power.
Trusting his calling.

A.
Recognising God’s holiness.
B. Recognising God’s wisdom
C. Recognising God’s power

Submitting to his holiness.
Submitting to his power.
Submitting to his calling.

