Psalm 80
Restore us oh God!

Pray
Advent door transition

First week of advent

Does anyone have any odd advent calendars this year?
Sophie has 4 advent calendars. Chocolate, nativity, digital, readings.
Multitude of new types of advent calendar (Gregs, wine, cheese).
Why?
Do we even know what Christmas is about?
"Adam and Eve were white." Not uncommon viewpoint.
How much of our idea of the Christmas story is similarly misguided as the "Adam and Eve are white" idea?
Entering the story in the middle.
Matthew gives 17 verses of genealogy(1:17)
Mark references Isaiah(1:1-3)
Luke has Zechariah sing a prophecy that references back to Abraham (1:67-79)
John goes all the way back to creation (1:1-10).

Psalm 80
1. Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock.
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
2. Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,
stir up your might
and come to save us!
3. Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Psalm 80 picked from liturgy - read out loud during advent.

4. O Lord God of hosts,
how long will you be angry with your people's prayers?
5. You have fed them with the bread of tears
and given them tears to drink in full measure.
6. You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh among themselves.
7. Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

8. You brought a vine out of Egypt;
you drove out the nations and planted it.
9. You cleared the ground for it;
it took deep root and filled the land.
10.The mountains were covered with its shade,
the mighty cedars with its branches.
11.It sent out its branches to the sea
and its shoots to the River.
12.Why then have you broken down its walls,
so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?
13.The boar from the forest ravages it,
and all that move in the field feed on it.

14. Turn again, O God of hosts!
Look down from heaven, and see;
have regard for this vine,
15. the stock that your right hand planted,
and for the son whom you made strong for yourself.
16. They have burned it with fire; they have cut it down;
may they perish at the rebuke of your face!
17. But let your hand be on the man of your right hand,
the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself!
18. Then we shall not turn back from you;
give us life, and we will call upon your name
19. Restore us, O Lord God of hosts!
20. Let your face shine, that we may be saved!

2200 BC—Call of Abraham
1446 BC—Exodus from Egypt
1406 BC—Entrance to Canaan
1350 BC—Israel’s first king

931 BC—Division of the Kingdom

722 BC—Fall of the Northern Kingdom

586 BC—Fall of the Southern Kingdom
430 BC—End of the Old Testament writings

Written about the fall of the Northern kingdom of Israel approx. 730-720 BC. Northern kingdom taken into exile in Assyria. Included most
of the tribes (only Judah, Benjamin, and Simeon left + Levites (priests)).
Why so far back for advent? It's the start of the exile of God's people and their dramatic fall from grace.
Israel + Judah had been oscillating between good and bad since the arrival in the promised land (1400BC 700 years before), but their
steady decline became rapid after the conquest of the northern and (150 years later) southern kingdom.
I like to think I know what it's like to have to wait for things:
* Opening presents on Christmas day - up at 6am. Begging to open something on Christmas Eve.
* PGCE counting down the last 40 days. Took forever
* Engagement = 4 years.
* Waiting for a baby = fast and slow at once.
Psalm 80 is the beginning (they don't even know how bad it gets) of the end for Israel until the coming of Jesus 700 years later!

Psalm 80
1. Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock.
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
2. Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,
stir up your might
and come to save us!
3. Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Verse 1
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Begins by doing what we’re doing - looking back even further.
God was the shepherd of the Israelites even before they were a nation.
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and his sons as a wandering nomad people.
“House of Joseph” = Israel (Zech 10:6; 2 Sam 2:10)
Joseph was “lead” by God in Egypt
Eventually ended in the slavery of God’s people generations later
Thankful for God’s provision as a shepherd

Verse 2
•
•
•
•
•

Benjamin, Ephraim and Manasseh = Rachel’s children.
Ephraim = location of Samaria, capital city of kingdom of Israel. Synonym for Northern Kingdom.
Benjamin = location of Jerusalem. Seceded into Southern kingdom at this time.
Manasseh = the other of Joseph’s children referenced in v1.
Cry for salvation from Assyrians.

4. O Lord God of hosts,
how long will you be angry with your people's prayers?
5. You have fed them with the bread of tears
and given them tears to drink in full measure.
6. You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh among themselves.
7. Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Verse 4–6
•
•
•

Fire & Exile
v6. Anger = smoulder
Juxtaposition: shepherd and green pastures/fertility vs. fire and destruction.

Verse 7
•
•
•

Refrain. Increased in intensity.
God of hosts | NIV: Almighty
Referring to military might/power vs. laughing enemies (v6)

8. You brought a vine out of Egypt;
you drove out the nations and planted it.
9. You cleared the ground for it;
it took deep root and filled the land.
10.The mountains were covered with its shade,
the mighty cedars with its branches.
11.It sent out its branches to the sea
and its shoots to the River.
12.Why then have you broken down its walls,
so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?
13.The boar from the forest ravages it,
and all that move in the field feed on it.

Verse 8
•

History of Israel as a nation = vine

Verse 9–11
•
•
•
•

Growth as a nation.
vines need tending - they don’t easily grow by themselves.
God has honoured his people and made them great.
Maybe prideful (v. 11)?

Verse 12–13
•
Why have you broken down the walls?
•
Ignorant of the messages of the prophets
•
Isa 5:1–7 (written between 740–700BC)
1 Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and

14. Turn again, O God of hosts!
Look down from heaven, and see;
have regard for this vine,
15. the stock that your right hand planted,
and for the son whom you made strong for yourself.
16. They have burned it with fire; they have cut it down;
may they perish at the rebuke of your face!
17. But let your hand be on the man of your right hand,
the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself!
18. Then we shall not turn back from you;
give us life, and we will call upon your name
19. Restore us, O Lord God of hosts!
20. Let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Verse 14
•
•

Variation on the refrain
Requires God to change direction or pay attention?

Verse 15–16
•
Reiteration of the success of Israel
•
“right-hand son” possibly = Benjamin = The land of Israel
Verse 17
•
•

Reiteration of destruction & exile
when they aren’t God’s people, they become someone else’s

Verse 18
New life requested. Response = faithfulness of people

1–2

Remembering Canaan

3

Appeal

4–6

Exile

7

Appeal

8–11

Remembering the promised land

12–13

Exile

14

Appeal

15–16

Remembering the whole story

17

Exile

18
19

Commitment
Appeal

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts!
Let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Themes: Remembrance (past), Exile(present situation), Appeal (future hope).
From this point on Israel constantly on the lookout for the Messiah. (c.f Daniel and Isaiah prophecies)

Getting lost
* Lost as a boy (more than once)
* Focussed entirely on playing games
* Didn't realise we needed our parents
* Feeling of complete separation
* No idea where to go/what to do
* Paralysis
* Excitement/disappointment when someone came around the corner who wasn't a parent.
The Messiah being born takes on a diﬀerent meaning in this context.

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts!
Let your face shine, that we may be saved!

But Jesus didn’t just come and restore the sovereign state of Israel.
New paradigm
Internal restoration. Restoration of the soul, rather than the status alone.
Not regrowing the old vine of the Israel nation, but a true vine (John 15)
Brand new people.
So advent for us can be a time to remember the story of God’s people in history, but also to look forward to the realisation of God’s
Kingdom here on Earth.
Let’s not make advent about chocolate or cheese. Let’s reflect, like the Israelites on what God has done for us, and let’s come back to
Him to ask for restoration of our own lives.

