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~ JONATHAN 1 SAMUEL 13

2 Saul selected 3,000 special troops from the
army of Israel and sent the rest of the men

home. He took 2,000 of the chosen men with

him to Micmash and the hill country of

Bethel. The other 1,000 went with Saul’s son

Jonathan to Gibeah in the land of Benjamin. .

3 Soon dafter this, Jonathan attacked and Jl@lN/A]ﬂH.I/AIN
defeated the garrison of Philistines at Geba. «

The news spread quickly among the
Philistines. So Saul blew the ram’s horn
throughout the land, saying, “Hebrews, hear
this! Rise up in revolt!”
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A JONATHAN 1 SAMUEL 18:1

By the time David had finished
reporting to Saul, Jonathan was
deeply impressed with David—an
immediate bond was forged
between them. He became totally
committed to David. From that
point on he would be David’s
number-one advocate and friend.
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JONATHAN 1 SAMUEL 18:2-4

Saul received David into his own
household that day, no more to
return to the home of his father.

Jonathan, out of his deep love for
David, made a covenant with him.
He formalized it with solemn gifts:
his own royal robe and weapons—
armor, sword, bow, and belt.
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JONATHAN 1 SAMUEL 19:1-3

Saul called his son Jonathan together
with his servants and ordered them to
kill David. But because Jonathan
treasured David, he went and warned
him: “My father is looking for a way to
kill you. Here’s what you are to do.
Tomorrow morning, hide and stay
hidden. I'll go out with my father into the
field where you are hiding. I'll talk about
ou with my father and we’ll see what
Ke says. Then I'll report back to you.”
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JONATHAN 1 SAMUEL 19:4-6

Jonathan brought up David with his father,
speaking well of him. “Please,” he said to his
father, “don’t attack David. He hasn’t wronged
you, has he? And just look at all the good he has
done! He put his |i}e on the line when he killed the
Philistine. What a great victory God gave Israel
that day! You were there. You saw it and were on
your feet applauding with everyone else. So why
would you even thin?( of sinning against an
innocent person, killing David ?or no reason
whatever2”

Saul listened to Jonathan and said, “You’re rhghf.
As God lives, David lives. He will not be killed.”
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JONATHAN 1 SAMUEL 19:7-10

Jonathan sent for David and reported to him
everything that was said. Then he brought David
back to Saul and everything was as it was before.

War broke out again and David went out to fight
Philistines. He beat them badly, and they ran for
their lives.

But then a black mood from God seitled over Saul
and took control of him. He was sitting at home,
his spear in his hand, while David was playing
music. Suddenly, Saul tried to skewer David with
his spear, but David ducked. The spear stuck in
the wall and David got away. It was night.

JONATHA

David got out of Naioth in Ramah alive and went to
Jonathan. “What do | do now2 What wrong have |
inflicted on your father that makes him so
determined to kill me2”

“Nothing,” said Jonathan. “You’ve done nothing
wrong. And you’'re not going to die. Really, you're
not! My father tells me everything. He does
nothing, whether big or little, without conﬁding in
me. So why would he do this behind my back? It
can't be.”

But David said, “Your father knows that we are the
best of friends. So he says to himself, ‘Jonathan
must know nothing of this. If he does, he’ll side with
David.’ But it’s true—as sure as God lives, and as
sure as you're alive before me right now—he’s
determined to kill me.”

\I 1 SAMUEL 20:1-3
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JONATHA

\ 1 SAMUEL 20:5-8

David said, “Tomorrow marks the New Moon.
I’'m scheduled to eat dinner with the king.
Instead, I'll go hide in the field until the evening
of the third. If your father misses me, say, ‘David
asked if he could run down to Bethlehem, his
hometown, for an anniversary reunion, and
worship with his family.” If he says, ‘Good!’ then
I'm sol'z. But if he gets angry, you’ll know for
sure that he’s made up his mind to kill me. Oh,
stick with me in this. You've entered into a
covenant of God with me, remember! If I'm in
the wrong, go ahead and kill me yourself. Why
bother giving me up to your father2”

JONATHA

“Come outside,” said Jonathan. “Let’s go to the
field.” When the two of them were out in the field,
Jonathan said, “As God, the God of Israel, is my
witness, by this time tomorrow I'll get it out of my
father how he feels about you. Then I'll let you know
what | learn. May God do his worst to me if | let you
down! If my father still intends to kill you, I'll tell you
and get you out of here in one piece. And God be
with you as he’s been with my father! If | make it
through this alive, continue to be my covenant friend.
And it | die, keep the covenant friendship with my
family—forever. And when God finally rids the earth
of David’s enemies, stay loyal to Jonathan!”
Jonathan repeated his plegg:]e of love and friendship
for David. He loved David more than his own soul!

N 1 SAMUEL 20:11-17
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JONATHAN 1 SAMUEL 23:14-18

David continued to live in desert hideouts and the
backcountry wilderness hills of Ziph. Saul was out
looking for him day after day, but God never
turned David over to him. David kept out of the
way in the wilderness of Ziph, secluded at
Horesh, since it was plain that Saul was
determined to hunt him down.

Jonathan, Saul’s son, visited David at Horesh and
encouraged him in God. He said, “Don’t despair.
My father, Saul, can’t lay a hand on you. You will
be Israel’s king and I'll be right at your side to
help. And my father knows it.” Then the two of
them made a covenant before God. David stayed
at Horesh and Jonathan went home.
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DAVID 2 SAMUEL 1:11-12

In lament, David ripped his
clothes to ribbons. All the men
with him did the same. They wept
and fasted the rest of the Jcl:ly,
grieving the death of Saul and his
son Jonathan, and also the army
of God and the nation Israel,
victims in a failed battle.
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DAVID 2 SAMUEL 1:19-27

Then David sang this lament over Saul and his son
Jonathan, and gave orders that everyone in Judah learn it
by heart. Yes, it’s even inscribed in The Book of Jashar.

19-21 Oh, oh, Gazelles of Israel, struck down on your hills,
the mighty warriors—fallen, fallen!
Don’t announce it in the city of Gath,
don’t post the news in the streets of Ashkelon.
Don’t give those coarse Philistine girls
one more excuse for a drunken party!
No more dew or rain for you, hills of Gilboa,
and not a drop from springs and wells,
For there the warriors’ shields were dragged
through the mud,
Saul’s shield left there to rot.

22 Jonathan’s bow was bold—
the bigger ﬂlley were the harder they fell.
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer — “Life Together”

Sin demands to have a man by himself.
It withdraws him from the community.
The more isolated a person is, the
more destructive will be the power of
sin over him, and the more deeply he
becomes involved in it, the more
disastrous is his isolation. Sin wants to
remain unknown. It shuns the light. In
the darkness of the unexpressed it
poisons the whole being of a person.

DAVID

uraging and
ach other up
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DAVID

ing kindness,
onditional love.

2 PETER 1:5-7

For this very reason, make every effort
to add to your faith goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge; and to
knowledge, seIF—contro?; and to self-
confrol, perseverance, and to
perseverance, godliness; and to
godliness, mutual affection; and to
mutual affection, love.
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DAVID

ppreciate,
mmit and prayer.
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