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8 wives 
1 companion woman 
numerous concubines 
20 sons 
2 unnamed sons 
1 named daughter
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he was unfortunately 
a distant father. 

DAVIDDAVIDDAVID

he wasn’t present

perhaps he was too busy with his 
work, running a kingdom, uniting 
Israel and Judah, fighting wars…


but even later in his reign, when other 
troops were out fighting and he was 
just relaxing at home loitering on 
rooftops, he wasn’t any more engaged 
with his children. 



DAVIDDAVIDDAVID

Lesson #1 
Be Present

Maybe it’s with kids and wanting them 
to turn out well. Or maybe it’s in our 
marriage. Or maybe it’s in your 
friendships.


You need to be intentional about 
them. That’s a very big buzzword at 
the moment in church, intentional… 


but what it really means is that you 
have to try. you have to engage. you 
have to live alongside people. 


There’s this contrast between Jesus 
and David.

David has these 21 sons, and out of 
them, the Bible demonstrates that he 
has great love for his oldest sons. It 
talks about Amnon and Absalom in 
great details, which we look at later. 



 In the course of time, Amnon son of 
David fell in love with Tamar, the 
beautiful sister of Absalom son of 
David. Amnon became so obsessed 
with his sister Tamar that he made 
himself ill. She was a virgin, and it 
seemed impossible for him to do 
anything to her.

2 Samuel 13:1-2DAVIDDAVIDDAVID  In the course of time, Amnon son of 
David fell in love with Tamar, the 
beautiful sister of Absalom son of 
David. Amnon became so obsessed 
with his sister Tamar that he made 
himself ill. She was a virgin, and it 
seemed impossible for him to do 
anything to her.



So Amnon lay down and pretended 
to be ill. When the king came to see 
him, Amnon said to him, “I would like 
my sister Tamar to come and make 
some special bread in my sight, so I 
may eat from her hand.” 
David sent word to Tamar at the 
palace: “Go to the house of your 
brother Amnon and prepare some 
food for him.” 

2 Samuel 13:6-7DAVIDDAVIDDAVID So Amnon lay down and pretended to 
be ill. When the king came to see him, 
Amnon said to him, “I would like my 
sister Tamar to come and make some 
special bread in my sight, so I may eat 
from her hand.”

David sent word to Tamar at the 
palace: “Go to the house of your 
brother Amnon and prepare some 
food for him.” 
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David is there. 
But he’s not.

he doesn’t really know what’s 
happening with his kids. he’s there, he 
sends word, he still has authority but 
he doesn’t know what’s going on. 
Maybe there are too many kids. 
Maybe he doesn’t pick up on certain 
things. 



When King David heard all this, he 
was furious. And Absalom never said 
a word to Amnon, either good or 
bad; he hated Amnon because he 
had disgraced his sister Tamar.

2 Samuel 13:21-22DAVIDDAVIDDAVID When King David heard all this, he 
was furious. (*septuagint*But he would 
not punish his son Amnon, because 
he loved him, since he was his 
firstborn*) **22**And Absalom never 
said a word to Amnon, either good or 
bad; he hated Amnon because he had 
disgraced his sister Tamar.



DAVIDDAVIDDAVID

David as father, 
does nothing. 

How come?

No repurcussions, no conversation, no 
requirement of marriage.


How come? It’s almost as if he 
doesn’t know what to do. He hasn’t 
been involved in their lives, he is their 
father by name, he is king by authority, 
but there is no relationship there.


This is an epidemic for us as well. The 
inability to forge deeper relationships 
with one another. 



DAVIDDAVIDDAVID

Lesson #1 
Be present. 
Forging and 
developing living 
relationships

No repurcussions, no conversation, no 
requirement of marriage.


How come? It’s almost as if he 
doesn’t know what to do. He hasn’t 
been involved in their lives, he is their 
father by name, he is king by authority, 
but there is no relationship there.


This is an epidemic for us as well. The 
inability to forge deeper relationships 
with one another. 
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king david is different. 
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Lesson #2 
Walk in holiness

No repurcussions, no conversation, no 
requirement of marriage.


How come? It’s almost as if he 
doesn’t know what to do. He hasn’t 
been involved in their lives, he is their 
father by name, he is king by authority, 
but there is no relationship there.


This is an epidemic for us as well. The 
inability to forge deeper relationships 
with one another. 



You shall not murder 
You shall not commit adultery 
You shall not steal 
You shall not bear false witness 

against your neighbour 
You shall not covet your     

neighbour’s wife

Ben, talked last week about how 
David basically broke 5 
commandments — all the 
commandments directed towards 
loving your neighbour.
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AMNON ABSALOM

Like father, like sons

Amnon, who raped his half sister, then 
cast her aside. 




Two years later, when Absalom’s 
sheepshearers were at Baal Hazor 
near the border of Ephraim, he 
invited all the king’s sons to come 
there. 

2 Samuel 13:23DAVIDDAVIDDAVID Two years later, when Absalom’s 
sheepshearers were at Baal Hazor 
near the border of Ephraim, he invited 
all the king’s sons to come there. 



Then Absalom said, “If not, please 
let my brother Amnon come with us.” 
The king asked him, “Why should he 
go with you?” But Absalom urged 
him, so he sent with him Amnon and 
the rest of the king’s sons. 

2 Samuel 13:26-27DAVIDDAVIDDAVID Then Absalom said, “If not, please let 
my brother Amnon come with us.”

The king asked him, “Why should he 
go with you?” But Absalom urged him, 
so he sent with him Amnon and the 
rest of the king’s sons. 



Absalom ordered his men, “Listen! 
When Amnon is in high spirits from 
drinking wine and I say to you, 
‘Strike Amnon down,’ then kill him. 
Don’t be afraid. Haven’t I given you 
this order? Be strong and brave.” 

2 Samuel 13:26-28DAVIDDAVIDDAVID Absalom ordered his men, “Listen! 
When Amnon is in high spirits from 
drinking wine and I say to you, ‘Strike 
Amnon down,’ then kill him. Don’t be 
afraid. Haven’t I given you this order? 
Be strong and brave.” 


Revenge. Murder. Sexual sin. 
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AMNON ABSALOM

David’s sons, don’t seem to take on 
the depth of David’s relationship with 
God. But just seem to pick up all the 
bad things.

They would have seen David and 
Bathsheba, they would have heard the 
gossip about why Bathsheba’s son 
died. And about uriah. And about the 
prophet Nathan. All of these things 
would have been talked about. And 
these brothers. 
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What did 
David’s kids 
learn from him?
How come?

lieing, stealing, murder, …. 

david not being close to them meant 
they never learnt how to have a living 
relationship with God. There was no 
discipleship. There was no depth in 
their relationship with God. They 
would have known some things, and 
seen some… but not have it 
experienced. 
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Lesson #2 
Walk in holiness, 
Live Christ, 
Share Christ.

No repurcussions, no conversation, no 
requirement of marriage.


How come? It’s almost as if he 
doesn’t know what to do. He hasn’t 
been involved in their lives, he is their 
father by name, he is king by authority, 
but there is no relationship there.


This is an epidemic for us as well. The 
inability to forge deeper relationships 
with one another. 


 When i think about my family, i worry 
what they see. And we want to blame 
our spouse, but you need to look at 
yourself

	 	 6. We are children of 
Jesus, learn from Him and walk in 
holiness

	 	 7. What’s interesting is 
that as passionate as David is for 
God, that’s not something they’ve 
seen. They’ve seen his sins, or more 
importantly, they’ve felt the impact of 
it. 
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king david is different. 
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Lesson #3 
Break the chain

No repurcussions, no conversation, no 
requirement of marriage.


How come? It’s almost as if he 
doesn’t know what to do. He hasn’t 
been involved in their lives, he is their 
father by name, he is king by authority, 
but there is no relationship there.


This is an epidemic for us as well. The 
inability to forge deeper relationships 
with one another. 


 When i think about my family, i worry 
what they see. And we want to blame 
our spouse, but you need to look at 
yourself

	 	 6. We are children of 
Jesus, learn from Him and walk in 
holiness

	 	 7. What’s interesting is 
that as passionate as David is for 
God, that’s not something they’ve 
seen. They’ve seen his sins, or more 
importantly, they’ve felt the impact of 
it. 



“Are these all the sons you have?” 
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse 
answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not 
sit down until he arrives.” 
So he sent for him and had him brought 
in. He was glowing with health and had 
a fine appearance and handsome 
features.

1 Samuel 16:11-12DAVIDDAVIDDAVID v5 The elders of the city came to meet 
him trembling and said, “Do you come 
peaceably?”


“Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse 
answered. “He is tending the sheep.”

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will 
not sit down until he arrives.”

So he sent for him and had him 
brought in. He was glowing with 
health and had a fine appearance and 
handsome features.
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Who is 
David’s 
mother?

Who is David’s mother?

There are several possibilities on what 
happened here — Jesse’s wife had an 
affair with another man or Jesse had 
an affair with another woman (married 
or unmarried).

> Perhaps David’s mother was a 
prostitute. It was not uncommon for 
children born from such an illicit 
relationship to live with the father.


It all starts to add up. Why he’s not 
there when Samuel shows up. Why his 
brother immediately makes fun of him 
when he goes to David and Goliath. 


Why none of David’s brothers actually 
support him as king. Why they choose 
to follow Saul instead of him. 


But whatever the actual situation is, 
there’s this realisation that David 
himself, was probably borne out of a 
sinful relationship. A son of Jesse, yet 
not a son of jesse. 
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David is born 
from a sinful 
relationship. 

Who is David’s mother?

There are several possibilities on what 
happened here — Jesse’s wife had an 
affair with another man or Jesse had 
an affair with another woman (married 
or unmarried).

> Perhaps David’s mother was a 
prostitute. It was not uncommon for 
children born from such an illicit 
relationship to live with the father.


It all starts to add up. Why he’s not 
there when Samuel shows up. Why his 
brother immediately makes fun of him 
when he goes to David and Goliath. 


Why none of David’s brothers actually 
support him as king. Why they choose 
to follow Saul instead of him. 


But whatever the actual situation is, 
there’s this realisation that David 
himself, was probably borne out of a 
sinful relationship. A son of Jesse, yet 
not a son of jesse. 
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He carries on 
in his own life 
with sinful 
relationships.

Who is David’s mother?

There are several possibilities on what 
happened here — Jesse’s wife had an 
affair with another man or Jesse had 
an affair with another woman (married 
or unmarried).

> Perhaps David’s mother was a 
prostitute. It was not uncommon for 
children born from such an illicit 
relationship to live with the father.


It all starts to add up. Why he’s not 
there when Samuel shows up. Why his 
brother immediately makes fun of him 
when he goes to David and Goliath. 


Why none of David’s brothers actually 
support him as king. Why they choose 
to follow Saul instead of him. 


But whatever the actual situation is, 
there’s this realisation that David 
himself, was probably borne out of a 
sinful relationship. A son of Jesse, yet 
not a son of jesse. 
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His children 
carry on in sinful 
relationships.

Who is David’s mother?

There are several possibilities on what 
happened here — Jesse’s wife had an 
affair with another man or Jesse had 
an affair with another woman (married 
or unmarried).

> Perhaps David’s mother was a 
prostitute. It was not uncommon for 
children born from such an illicit 
relationship to live with the father.


It all starts to add up. Why he’s not 
there when Samuel shows up. Why his 
brother immediately makes fun of him 
when he goes to David and Goliath. 


Why none of David’s brothers actually 
support him as king. Why they choose 
to follow Saul instead of him. 


But whatever the actual situation is, 
there’s this realisation that David 
himself, was probably borne out of a 
sinful relationship. A son of Jesse, yet 
not a son of jesse. 



For when Solomon was old his wives 
turned away his heart after other gods, 
and his heart was not wholly true to the 
Lord his God, as was the heart of 
David his father.

1 Kings 11:3-4DAVIDDAVIDDAVID

He had 700 wives, princesses, and 300 
concubines. And his wives turned away 
his heart. 

He had 700 wives, princesses, and 
300 concubines. And his wives turned 
away his heart. 

For when Solomon was old his wives 
turned away his heart after other 
gods, and his heart was not wholly 
true to the Lord his God, as was the 
heart of David his father.
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Don’t let the 
chain of sin 
continue.

Who is David’s mother?

There are several possibilities on what 
happened here — Jesse’s wife had an 
affair with another man or Jesse had 
an affair with another woman (married 
or unmarried).

> Perhaps David’s mother was a 
prostitute. It was not uncommon for 
children born from such an illicit 
relationship to live with the father.


It all starts to add up. Why he’s not 
there when Samuel shows up. Why his 
brother immediately makes fun of him 
when he goes to David and Goliath. 


Why none of David’s brothers actually 
support him as king. Why they choose 
to follow Saul instead of him. 


But whatever the actual situation is, 
there’s this realisation that David 
himself, was probably borne out of a 
sinful relationship. A son of Jesse, yet 
not a son of jesse. 
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The grace, love & 
power of Jesus 

Jesus was born sinless.

His life was given to break the power 
and curse of sin. 
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For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are sons of God. For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of 
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs 
of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that 
we may also be glorified with him.

Romans 8:14-17 For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are sons of God. For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom 
we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit 
himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 
suffer with him in order that we may 
also be glorified with him.


We are no longer Heirs of sinful 
behaviour from our parents, or to our 
children… but we are heirs of Christ..
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Lesson #3 
Break the 
patterns of sin, 
and live in the 
love of Christ

No repurcussions, no conversation, no 
requirement of marriage.


How come? It’s almost as if he 
doesn’t know what to do. He hasn’t 
been involved in their lives, he is their 
father by name, he is king by authority, 
but there is no relationship there.


This is an epidemic for us as well. The 
inability to forge deeper relationships 
with one another. 


 When i think about my family, i worry 
what they see. And we want to blame 
our spouse, but you need to look at 
yourself

	 	 6. We are children of 
Jesus, learn from Him and walk in 
holiness

	 	 7. What’s interesting is 
that as passionate as David is for 
God, that’s not something they’ve 
seen. They’ve seen his sins, or more 
importantly, they’ve felt the impact of 
it. 



Be present. 
Walk in holiness 
Break the 
patterns of sin


